
Continuing its efforts to provide
museum exhibits and programming
to Cuero and the surrounding
region, the Chisholm Trail Heritage
Museum will host a traveling 
exhibition entitled, “El Caballo: 
The Horse in Mexican Folk Art.”

Caballo is comprised of

objects from several genres of

traditional Mexican folk art:

metal, ceramics, paper, and

wood. Some of these objects are created

by an identifiable artisan, while others

have been produced in a community of

artisans, largely for local consumption

and frequently for no cost. This exhibit is

meant to highlight the talented artists and

broad variety of folk arts in Mexico.

Each object focuses on the horse, an ani-

mal that holds special prominence in

Mexico. Since the

introduction of the

horse to Mexico by the

Spanish, the horse and

rider theme has been

popular among Mex-

ican folk artists; many

of the heroes and

saints of Mexico, including Zapata and

Santiago, are portrayed on horseback.

Today, with their long history as ranchers

and cowboys, Mexicans rank among the

best equestrians in the world.

Board members Candy Glidden and
Sue Sulsar have been working with
HELP’s third year consultant, Kit
Neumann, in designing a local compo-
nent to the exhibit El Caballo and plan to
display a small collection of Mexican
spurs. Ms. Neumann, a long-time staff
member of the Texas Historical Commis-
sion has recently retired from her position
as director of museum services for THC
and is providing consultation in exhibit
design for the HELP program.

El Caballo is provided to the Chisholm Trail
Heritage Museum as their Year Three 
traveling exhibition by ExhibitsUSA in
Kansas City, Missouri. The purpose of
ExhibitsUSA is to create access to an array
of arts and humanities exhibitions, 
nurture the development and under-
standing of diverse art forms and cultures,
and encourage the expanding depth and
breadth of cultural life in local communi-
ties. ExhibitsUSA is a national division 
of Mid-America Arts Alliance, a 
private, non-profit organization founded
in 1972.

The Texas HELP Program is a four-year
project specifically designed to assist

small and midsize
museums in Texas
with professional
development. HELP, a
program of Mid-
America Arts
Alliance in partner-
ship with the Texas
Association of

Museums, is made possible through the
combined vision and generosity of The
Brown Foundation, Inc. of Houston;
The Don & Sybil Harrington
Foundation; Houston Endowment,
Inc.; The Meadows Foundation; the
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Papier-mâché horse and rider, part of a traveling exhibit to open in Cuero on March 3, 2005
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Mexican folk artists.
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Two planning grants, both
providing vital funding for

architectural planning, have
been awarded to the museum for
Phases I and II of our seven-
phase restoration plan. 

In August, the Chisholm Trail Heritage
Museum (CTHM) was awarded a match-
ing-fund grant in the amount of $4,750 by
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s regional office in Fort
Worth. Following the support from the
National Trust, the Texas Historical
Foundation (THF) notified museum
organizers in November that a grant in
the amount of $5,000 would be awarded
for architectural planning and construc-
tion documents.

Phases I and II of the restoration master
plan address the restoration of the wood-
en windows (located primarily on the sec-
ond floor), door openings, masonry work
and other improvements located on the
East and South facades of the 10,000 sq.
ft. former Knights of Pythias Hall. On the
building’s East façade, the overhead
garage door will be removed and both a
door and a window assembly will be
restored in the original opening. Small
brick finial details will be replaced on the
building’s parapet and the original copper

Knights of Pythias emblem will be repli-
cated and placed in the center position on
the parapet wall. Deteriorated mortar
joints will be repaired and the entire
masonry surface will be cleaned. 

“With these start-up dollars, the Chisholm
Trail Heritage Museum joins organiza-
tions nationwide committed to preserving
America’s architectural and cultural her-
itage and, in so doing, creating more liv-
able communities,” said Richard Moe,
president of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. The National Trust grant
was funded by a gift from the Fondren
Foundation in Houston, which estab-
lished the Fondren Endowed Preservation
Fund for Texas. Grants ranging from $500
to $5,000 are awarded to non-profit
groups and public agencies and must be
matched dollar for dollar. The purpose of
this fund is to assist in the preservation,
restoration, and interpretation of historic
structures. 

The generous funding provided by the Texas
Historical Foundation is the second plan-
ning grant awarded to the museum. Created
by the Texas legislature in the summer of
1954, the Texas Historical Foundation has
been at the forefront of saving many of
Texas’ most endangered shrines, artifacts,
papers and other treasures that compose
the material culture of Texas history.

In 1971, the Foundation began seeking
worthy projects and exploring some of
the critical needs in the preservation field,
while also collaborating with state,
regional and local historical groups in
strengthening preservation endeavors.
Funds from the THF were provided by the
Jeanne R. Blocker Memorial Fund, estab-
lished in 1990 and created for projects
that address preservation in rural areas 
of Texas.

The CTHM’s Board of Trustees continues
to take assertive action toward historic
preservation by providing a leadership
role in saving a valuable piece of Texas’
rich architectural history, and making it
one of the key components of the institu-
tion’s goals for serving Cuero and the sur-
rounding area. These planning grants for
Phases I and II illustrate that recognition
on both the state and national level has
been obtained for the project. Museum
board members are deeply grateful to
these organizations for providing finan-
cial support for the proposed Chisholm
Trail Heritage Museum. 

Additional information regarding preser-
vation activities of these organizations
can be found on the internet at:
www.nationaltrust.org and www.texas-
historicalfoundation.org.  �
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The Economic Development
Administration (a federal

agency within the Department of
Commerce) recently awarded
funding assistance for a Chisholm
Trail Heritage Museum Sustain-
ability Feasibility Study. 

The study, proposed in the form of 
a “pre-application” to the EDA’s regional
office in Austin, was “evaluated and,
based on its merit and competitiveness…
approved for approximately $30,000 of
EDA funds, or 50% of the total project
cost.”  

A STEPPING STONE TO PROGRESS

The EDA, like many federal agencies,
uses a pre-application process to cull
projects that the agency determines
unsatisfactory for further consideration.
Once a pre-application is approved, the
applicant is invited to submit a full pro-
posal for EDA funding.  The planned
Sustainability Feasibility Study will
develop long-term strategies for the
sustainability of the CTHM facility by full
integration of its mission and activities
with that of the community.  Due
February 18, 2005, the museum will

submit a formal application for project
funding available through the EDA’s
“Public Works and Economic
Development Facilities 2005 Technical
Assistance Program.”

CUERO NAMED A “PRESERVE

AMERICA COMMUNITY” IN 2004

It should be noted that this funding
opportunity was made possible due to
Cuero’s selection as a Preserve America
Community in early 2004. Preserve
America is a White House initiative
designed “to encourage and support
community efforts for the preservation
and enjoyment of America’s priceless
cultural and natural heritage.”  The goals
of the initiative include: “A greater shared
knowledge about the Nation’s past;
strengthened regional identities and
local pride; increased local participation
in preserving the country’s cultural and
natural heritage assets; and support for
the economic vitality of communities.”

CTHM QUALIFIES FOR FEDERAL

FUNDING THROUGH EDA

By receiving this designation, funding
became available through the
Department of Commerce and EDA’s
“Public Works and Economic

Development Facilities Assistance
Program.” While guidelines for appli-
cants are specific, the criteria under
which the CTHM applied for funding
states, “the EDA will provide Public
Works investments to support construc-
tion or rehabilitation of essential public
infrastructure… and heritage preserva-
tion development investments such as
those supported by the Preserve
America Initiative.”

LEGISLATOR SUPPORT

Both U.S. Senators Kay Bailey
Hutchison and John Cornyn provided
written support of the new museum
project, while DeWitt County’s new
Congressional representative, Ruben
Hinojosa took closer personal atten-
tion to the museum’s pre-application to
the EDA. A firm supporter of economic
development projects that fall within
U.S. District 15, Congressman Hinojosa
supported the application through the
evaluation process until it became clear
of acceptance by the EDA regional office
in Austin. �

CHISHOLM RECEIVES FED FUNds 
IN A MILESTONE ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE CTHM, THE EDA AWARDS THE MUSEUM FUNDING ASSISTANCE FOR

$30,000 TOWARDS PROJECT COSTS, AND PAVES THE WAY FOR FUTURE GRANTS.

Texas Commission on the Arts; and
the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, a federal agency that fosters
“innovation, leadership, and a lifetime 
of learning.“ �

Beginning March 3rd, CTHM will

present “El Caballo: The Horse in

Mexican Folk Art” in the lobby of

Cuero State Bank— our third traveling

exhibit since being selected to partici-

pate in the Texas HELP program in 

the fall of 2002. 

El Caballo, continued

Support the Museum! 
Use the enclosed envelope 

to join today!



SECOND BIENNIAL FUNDRAISER: MUSIC, FOOD, AND FUN FOR SIX HUNDRED!

magine 600 of your closest
friends coming by for a nice steak
dinner in the back yard. Then
you’d be in the shoes of Taste of

the Trail II hosts David & Diana
Burrow. The Burrows welcomed chuck
wagon chefs, entertainers, and a capac-
ity crowd of Museum supporters to their
beautiful ranch home in Hochheim –
the aptly named “Eatwell Farm” – on
November 13, 2004.

While intermittent brisk winds kept the crowds
a bit chilly, a long list of entertainers were on
hand to keep toes tapping and the heat of the
excitement up: Music by the Arbuckle Boys greeted atten-
dees (valet services were provided by the  young people of
Gonzales High School Project Graduation) as guests
entered a large courtyard. Museum board members worked the
crowd, selling chances to win a three-night trip to the exclusive
Cibolo Creek Ranch located in the Big Bend region of West
Texas.  Artisans and entertainers at work included Brent
Gorman, Houston; James Koranek, Cuero; Olen Klump,
Goliad; Rick McComber, George West; Hoppy Hopkins,
Fredericksburg and Kevin Fitzpatrick, Bandera.

David Hoffman, preservation architect, was present to
answer questions regarding the seven-phase plan to restore
the Museum’s future home, the Knights of Pythias building.
Meanwhile, Chris Frison of The Douglas Group
(Houston) manned a PowerPoint presentation of the pro-
posed layout of the permanent exhibits planned for the
ground floor of the Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum.

The air was unmistakably filled with the outdoor aromas of
chuck wagon cooking – a familiar smell during those legendary
days when chuck wagons were a part of cowboys and their
herds being driven “up the trail.” Several of the chuck wagon
owners were returning caterers, happy to see familiar faces

from the debut Taste of the Trail fundraiser two years prior.
Chuck wagon caterers included: Delbert & Shorty
Castleman, Eagle Lake; J. Aubrey & Judy Lenamon,
Victoria; Glenn Dorn, St. Hedwig; Rusty Rankin, Mathis;
Eddie Eppler, Navasota, and Cuero’s own Thomas Watson.
Dinner steaks were generously donated by Dr. Charles
Graham and Mr. Jay Gray of Graham Land & Cattle
Company of Gonzales.

There’s never a dull auction with Joe Adams as auctioneer as
he drew bids for items ranging from pasture golf, fishing
trips, fine art, a romantic trip to Austin for two, spurs,
a deer antler mirror, a live longhorn, a mesquite long-
horn sculpture, and dinner for eight.

Music by the Michael Ballew Band of Austin kept the crowd
two-steppin’ through the conclusion of the evening, where you
could find Helen Walker and her two co-chairs, Sue Sulsar
and Patsy Goebel, exhausted to the bone, yet thrilled to the
gills for the record-setting proceeds that Taste of the Trail II
generated for future development of the Chisholm Trail
Heritage Museum. �

I

Vintage postcard from the Taste of the Trail II invitation

Taste of the Trail II A Huge Success



Cowboys never had it so good!

Scenes from the Taste of the

Trail II at Eatwell Farm, the

most aptly named ranch home

in these parts!



CHISHOLM TRAIL HERITAGE MUSEUM

BOX 866
CUERO TX 77954
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We’d like to extend our appreciation to all those who have come together in such strong support of the Museum this year.
—The Board of Directors

SUPPORT
THE CHISHOLM TRAIL
HERITAGE MUSEUM

Your membership dues and gifts are tax
deductible. Membership dues support 
our building capital campaign and the 
Museum’s programs and operations. 

Dues levels are: 
$500, $250, $100 business, 
$100 family, $50, and $25

Checks are payable to:
The Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum

Box 866, Cuero, Texas 77954

$500 POINT MAN

William & Franke Albrecht
David & Diana Burrow
Barry & Judy Copenhaver
Chip & Mary Cox
Errol John & Shirley Dietze
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Easterling
Pat & Karyn Elder
Lester & Burdine Giese
Dan & Candy Glidden
Ilene Gohmert
LCRA
Joe Loiacano, Chris Pellegrino, 

& John Teinert
Shannon & Gay Ratliff
Ruschhaupt Plumbing
Fred Pottinger
Ron & Kay Walker
Chancey J. Wofford

$250 
SWING RIDER

Margaret M. Allums
Jay C. Banning
David & Debra Baros
Travis & Peggy Basham
W. T. & Margie Bell
Bill & Nancy Blackwell
Mrs. Dorothy B. Blackwell
Lovel & Avis Ann Blain
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Boening, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. O. R. Borchers
Jay & Cheryl Bramlette
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Brown
Frank & Martha Burns
Paddy & Bettye Burwell
Paul & Cathy Celauro
Jackie & Yvonne Childs
Camilla Copenhaver
Charles E. Cusack, Jr.
Dr. John & Emily Davis
Mrs. Lem Duderstadt

Blake & Kathy Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. David Edwards
Hershal & Trudie Ferguson
William & Mary Beth Finney
Patsy & Bobby Goebel
Russell Goins & Leon Morales
Greg & Sara Gossett
Kenny & Cindi Griffin
Paul & Dorothy Guthrie
Mrs. Mary Ellen Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Pat G. Hedgcoxe
Jim & Ann Hedrick
Randy & Cindy Henry
Dr. James R. Herbst II & 

Jesse Rivera
Claudia Hitchcock
David & Binnie Hoffman
Mark & Shay Iacoponelli
Allen & Neva Irwin
Brad & Janet James
Robert E. Kinchen III
David & Rhonda Kleinecke
Don & Bernice Krueger
Gaye Gilster Lee
Los Chinos Trading Company
Mr. & Mrs. James Mann
Tommy & Margie Mayfield
Jimmy & Sue McMahon
Milt & Kathy McLeod
Judd & Marcia Miller
Denis & Sheryl Mueller
Charles & Jacqueline Papacek
Parkside Family Clinic
Tim & Ann Pennell
Nathan & Suzie Post
Sara Post
Katherine & Bill Reilly 
Robert & Kerry Rhotenberry
Carver & Carol Ann Richards
Bucky & Dee Sager
Joe & Gayle Sanders
Joe & Rosemary Sheppard
Tod & Lana Slone

Carlyle & Imogene Stakes
Bubba Steen
Sharon Steen & Gary Dunnam
Jerry & Judie Stevenson
Don & Nita Stiles
Clint & Sue Stiles
Bert & Janine Stubbs
Lee & Kay Tillman
Richard & Bonnie Wheeler
Bruce Wiggs & Patrick Kurtz
Curtis & Kay Wild
Elizabeth Wilde
Dr. Barry & Sondra Wineinger
Earl & Darlene Wyatt

$100 CROCKETT
CARDWELL STORE 
(BUSINESS)

Longhorn Ranch Restaurant
Sign-FX
Texas Homestead Nursery

$100 DRAG RIDER 
(FAMILY)

Billy & Joyce Albrecht
Ted & Frances Aven
Bill Braden
Robert & Angie Briggs
Pat Dunn
Arlen & Sally Goebel
Rick & Lindy Gohmert
Daniel Hagerty
Dr. John Howe III & Tyrrell Flawn
Mrs. Carey James
Olen D. Klump
Jenny & Billy Lawrence
Marion Lee
Tim & Sylvia Matthews
Harvana Mendenhall
Bob & Mary McCurdy
Morgan Dunn O’Connor
Robert Oliver

Dirk & Tommie Rhoad
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Becky Showers
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Jeff Steen
Sue Sulsar
Anne Friar Thomas
Missi Thomas
Mario A. Vazquez
Helen R. Walker

$50 WRANGLER

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Afflerbach
Joe & Peggy Bear
Allen & Linda Duderstadt
Tommie C. Howerton
Charles Nagel
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Pridgen
Charles A. Steen
Jo Betsy Vaught
James Waid

$25 BUCKAROO 
(INDIVIDUAL)

Joe Adams
Margaret Conrad
Terrell W. Dahlman
Tim Ernster
Mary W. Frazier
C. J. Garland
Edward Gips
J. W. Grant
Leigh Ann Harryman
Bonnie Chisholm Helton
Sara Hopkins
Mrs. Roy L Johnson
Susan E. Johnston
Pat Keefe, Jr.
Jo R. Plume
Ben E. Prause
Velma Rice




