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Truly a day to celebrate. Dignitaries and guests from South 
Texas to Washington, D.C. were on hand Friday, November 

14 for ground-breaking ceremonies hosted by the Chisholm Trail 
Heritage Museum (CTHM) board of directors. The Cuero Chamber 
of Commerce and Agriculture and Cuero Development Corporation 
partnered with CTHM as hosts, while the event was sponsored by 
the Texas Dow Employees Credit Union (TDECU).
Referred to as a “major milestone along the trail,” the event marked the start of 
construction of a 4,500 square foot “annex” to the Museum’s home, the 105 year 
old Knights of Pythias Hall in Cuero. The annex will accommodate the Museum’s 
restrooms, elevator, storage, catering and office needs. State Senator Glenn Hegar 
of Katy was the initial speaker presenting a certificate recognizing the occasion 
on behalf of Governor Rick Perry, Senator Hegar’s office and State Representative 
Geanie Morrison. Representatives of U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison’s and U.S. 
Representative Ruben Hinojosa’s offices also were in attendance. 

Former Cuero resident and advisor to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
Gay Ratliff spoke noting that the museum has been designated an Official Project 
of “Save America’s Treasures,” which includes a $345,000 matching grant. 

Ground Breaking News!

Taste of the Trail 

Party Pix!

continued on back page e

In an impressive show of support, officials 
turned out in big numbers for our ground-
breaking ceremony. Left to right, they are:

Larry Oaks, Director, Texas Historical 

Commission; Geanie Morrison, State 

Representative; Randy Saenz, Mayor of 

City of  Cuero; Charles Tounley, President, 

Cuero Development Corporation; Glenn 

Hegar, State Senator; Robert Oliver, 

Chair, CTHM;  Judy McAda, District 

Director for Congressman Ruben Hinojosa;  

Jesse Hereford, S.A. Regional Director 

for Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison; Wade 

Herpin, Project Engineer, EDA; Gay Ratliff, 

National Trust for Historic Preservation; 

Jonathan Markley, Environmental 

Specialist, EDA; and Terry Colley, Deputy 

Director, Texas Historical Commission.

It’s official! Board members with national, state and local representatives at the November groundbreaking ceremony.



About Lewis S. Fisher

Lewis Fisher, AIA, is well known in  
San Antonio and South Texas as 

a dedicated and expert preservation 
architect. He’s also been known to roll up 
his shirtsleeves to get involved in preser-
vation on the grassroots level. Lewis has 

been instrumental for 
almost thirty years in 
preserving not just 
buildings, but the fabric 
of whole neighborhoods 
— such as San Antonio’s 
King William district. 

For another example, 
in the early 1990s, 
Lewis took an interest 

in the redevelopment of the urban area 
adjoining the King William historic 
district. This Texas state-sponsored Main 
Street Alliance project became known 
as SouthTown. Under Lewis’ leadership, 
the Alliance was able to secure funding 
for lighting, sidewalk improvements, and 
paving upgrades for St. Mary’s Street, its 
major corridor.

As a result of this collaborative effort, 
SouthTown  residents and businesses now 
have greater leverage to support future 
improvements. Through the SouthTown 
project, they also have a brand name with 
which to promote local tourism tied to the 
area’s restaurants and galleries. 

Lewis’ many other preservation leadership 
credentials include Past President of the 
prestigious King William Association. His 
service to the community has also included 
board membership on the Antiquities 
Advisory Committee of the Texas Histor-
ical Commission, and the San Antonio 
Development Agency.

Lewis and business partner Jim Heck 
founded FisherHeck Architects in 1982, 
and recently marked their 25th anniversary 
year in architecture. Their thriving prac-

tice has projects in 
San Antonio and 
smaller communi-
ties throughout the  
region. 

To put it in his own 
terms, the architect 
says, “My greatest 
satisfaction comes 
from seeing people 
using and enjoying 
the urban spaces 
that we have helped 
create or restore.” 

O  

Plan diagram lays out major uses of the first floor of the combined historic building and annex.

New Team Members: Fisher Heck Architects

Several of the early phases of restoration work to the historic Knights of Pythias, 
Jewel Lodge is now complete. After stabilizing the building’s outer shell, providing 

upgrades to the facade and making needed repairs to window sashes, the next major 
milestone is to complete the public spaces that will house exhibits, displays, and 
other museum functions. Having successfully secured $1 million in federal funding 
from the Economic Development Administration and an additional $345,000 from 
a Save America’s Treasures grant, the CTHM is now ready to begin the work that 
will bring the project closer to becoming a heritage destination.

In December 2007, our preservation architect of 
record, David Hoffman, was obliged to resign the 
Museum project due to health concerns. Board 
member Tom Batts chaired the process of selecting 
a new architect, and after reviewing qualifications of 
four regional firms, the Board selected Fisher Heck 
Architects of San Antonio to continue the work so 
well begun by Hoffman. 

Fisher Heck has a long and distinguished 
resume in historic preservation from 
saving local treasures like the Vance 
Ranch House, an Alfred Giles home, to 
the restoration and technical upgrade 
of the Mission Revival Atascosa County 

Courthouse (the only surving example of its type). They also served as 
local architects for the major restoration of the San Fernando Cathedral, 
a landmark building in downtown San Antonio. We are especially pleased 
that Lewis Fisher, AIA, one of the founding partners of the firm, will person-
ally oversee our project.

Depth of experience in preservation architecture was a key qualification 
chiefly because so many of our relationships with national, state, and local 
agencies and organizations depend on carefully maintaining the historic 
status of the building and close environs. The Board is confident that 
Fisher Heck will be able to help us stay within required guidelines, and will become 
a solid partner and invaluable resource in this very exciting next phase of the  
Museum’s progress. O

Fisher Heck Architects are well known in South 
Texas for restoration, preservation, and adaptive 
reuse of local landmarks such as the Atascosa 
County Courthouse, detail shown above.

Lewis S. Fisher

Lewis Fisher, Project Architect; Tom 
Batts, Building Committee Chair; 
Wade Herpin, EDA Project Engineer; 
and Dr. Jonathan Markley, EDA 
Regional Environmental Officer.



Sylvia de Llano Barrerra 
Carolyn Ferguson 
Helene Hass Mora 

Dr. William F. “Bill” Pipes 
Aaron Daniel Stevens 

Darlene Strieber 
Charles Cole Family 

Billie Jane Newcomer 
Cuero Rotary Club

Annabelle Burns Haak 
Brad and Janet James 

Billie Jane Newcomer 
Alton and Sara Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Nagel
Gregory C. Nagel

Earl Porter
Bucky and Dee Sager and Family

Kos & Inez Preston Morgan 
Doris Morgan Steele
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William Bartek
Donny Bomba
Dottie Douglas
Stuart Douglas
Sheila Richards

Ernest Rubsamen
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Birdie Martinez 
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Ron Stone 
Albert Torres 
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Katherine Doell 
Anthony Engbrock

Marcia Nichols Miller
Billie Jane Newcomer

Robert & Kerry Rhotenberry 

Rosemary Harrison
TDECU

Harry Jacobs 
Anne Friar Thomas

Kos & Inez Preston Morgan 
Doris Morgan Steele

Dr. Jim and Kathy Steele Rodriquez, 
Richard Steele,  

Chip & Mary Cox,  
Mike & Cindy Steele, and  

Bob & Nancy Steele Bowman 

Billie Jane Newcomer 
Ron and Kay Walker

$500 POINT MAN

William & Franke Albrecht
Travis & Peggy Basham
Mr. Buddy Billups
Bill & Nancy Blackwell
Keith & Kris Boxx
David & Diana  Burrow
John A. & Anne E. Cain
Mollie & Andy Carter
Paul & Cathy Celauro
Mrs. Lem Duderstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Hershal	Ferguson
Walter Fisher & Judy Bruce Fisher
Bobby & Patsy Goebel
Ilene Gohmert
Greg & Sara Gossett
John & Carol Hildebrand
Paul & Cindy Holcomb
Mr. & Mrs. Allan R. Irwin
Chuck & Roseann Jacob
Mary Elizabeth Ladner
Judge Don Pozzi & Gaye Gilster Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie	Luster
Judy McAda
Mike & Tempi McLeod
Milt & Kathy McLeod
Judd Miller
Mr. Robert Oliver
Mr. & Mrs. Gale  Oliver
Cody & Shelley South	

Pennell
John & Laurie Pokluda
Shannon & Gay Ratliff
Bill & Katherine Reilly 
Lillian Smith
Steen Family
Don & Mattye Lou Stiles, Sr.
Missi Thomas & Anne Friar 

Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald B. Walker
Mrs. Susan Wallis
LeOlive Rogge
Albrecht Cattle Company
Cuero Livestock Commission
Cuero Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Center

Cuero Rotary Club
DeWitt County Producers
Geo Southern Energy Corporation
JHC Insurance
JM Ranch
Prosperity Bank
RAMRO LLC/R.J. Cattle Co.
Reuss Pharmacies, Inc.
Spoetzl Brewery
TDECU
TrustTexas Bank
Weaver & Jacobs
Weber Motor Co.
Wells Fargo

$250 SWING RIDER

Bill & Nancy Allen
Lawrence & Linda	Anzaldua
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Armondo
Ted & Frances Aven
Buddy & Susan Barnes
Claire Barnhart
David & Debra Baros
Ms. Linda Barth
James & Bonnie Barton
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Batts
W. T. & Margie Bell
Lovel & Avis Ann Blain
Jimmy & Betty Ann Borchers
Dr. & Mrs. W. Grant Braly
Barry & Beverly Breaux
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Buenger
Gandolf Burrus
Paddy & Bettye Burwell
John E. Cain
Thomas Cassin
Jackie & Yvonne Childs
Charles & Beth Cole III
Preston & Corinne Copeland
Barry & Judy Copenhaver
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Crain
David L. Darden 
Cliff & Acenet Davis
John & Emily Davis
Errol John & Shirley Dietze

Dr. & Mrs. Bill Doubleday
Dr. & Mrs. Dan D. Dugi, Jr.
Blake & Kathy Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Buzz Edge
Donald & Betty Jo Elder
Pat & Karyn Elder
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Elder
Mr. & Mrs. W. R. Finney, Sr. 
Dr. & Mrs. John Frels
Craig & Lisa Friesenhahn
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Gietz
Dan & Candy Glidden
Ricky & Lindy Gohmert
Gerard & Debbie Gonzales
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Green
Kenny & Cindi Griffin
Paul & Dorothy Guthrie
Fred M. Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hassfield
Dr. & Mrs. Pat G. Hedgcoxe
Reif & Anne Hedgcoxe
Jim & Ann Hedrick
Skip & Terry Henkel
Mr. Irby Hightower
Dr. & Mrs. David Hill
David & Cindy James
Phil & Beverly Johnson
Jim & Emily Karlak
Kevin & Mary Keating
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Keseling
Olen D. & Carolyn Klump
Jim & Beverly Kuecker
Kirk & Polly Laging
Renvia Lander
Daryl & Diane Lassig
Jenny McChesney &  

Billy Lawrence
Mrs. Charla Borchers Leon &  

Mr. Robert Leon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Loeb, Jr.
Joe Loiacono II
Mr. & Mrs. Mack McKinney
Alton & Sara Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. William Montgomery
Chad & Melissa Moss
Mrs. Morgan Dunn	O’Connor

Randy & Rhonda Pakebusch
Mr. & Mrs. John Post
Nathan & Suzie Post
Albert & Sylvia Quilantan
John & Agatha Quitta
Joyce Raiman
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Rea
Joe & Wanda Reuss
Robert & Kerry Rhotenberry
Glenn & Linda Ruschhaupt
Bill & Caroline Sabin
Bucky & Dee Sager
Tod & Lonna Slone
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Spears
Ann Rice & Bubba Steen
Clint & Sue Stiles
Mr. & Mrs. Don Stiles, Jr. 
Chris Pellegrino & John Teinert
Michael & Patricia Thamm
Reed & Beverly Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wagner
Ele Chew-Wright & Bruce Wright
Earl & Darlene Wyatt
Mark & Betty Zgabay
Michael Zuber

$250 Trail Boss (Business)  

First State Bank
GBRA
LCRA
Yoakum National Bank

$100 DRAG RIDER

Bill Braden
Sue Sulsar
Mr. & Mrs. Ro Wickham

$100 Crocket Cardwell  
Store (business)

HK Ranch

$25 BUCKAROO

Kathleen Carey
Ruth Weathers
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 Memorials  Honorary Gifts  

Robert Oliver 
Kay and Ron Walker  

Cynthia and John Adkins

Missi Thomas 
Bill and Nancy Blackwell

Missi Thomas 
Nathan and Suzie Post

Dottie Douglas 
Stuart Douglas 

Jeff Steen

Doris Morgan Steele
Dr. Jim and Kathy Steele Rodriquez, 

Richard Steele, Chip & Mary Cox,  
Mike & Cindy Steele, and the 

Bowman Family
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Mission Statement

The Chisholm Trail Heritage  

Museum’s mission is to  

preserve the ranching and  

Western culture of 

South Central Texas through  

interpretive exhibits, research, 

and educational programs.

The CTHM  
is a 501(c)(3) corporation.

ChisholmTrailMuseum.org

Pictured above: State Senator 
Glenn Hegar, presenting a certifi-
cate from the Governor’s office to 
executive board members, Tom 
Batts and Kay Walker.

She read a letter from Save America’s 
Treasures Director, Bobbie Greene 
McCarthy, stating that the grant was, “…
in recognition of your important work to 
restore the historic Knights of Pythias Hall 
and transform it into a new community 
resource and museum to help tell the 
uniquely American story of South Central 
Texas’ ranching and western heritage.”

Senator Hutchison’s Regional Director, 
Jesse Hereford, read from a letter sent 
by the Senator stating, “I was pleased 
to secure $345,000 in funding for the 
museum’s restoration efforts through the 
Department of Interior’s Save America’s 
Treasures program. I enjoyed working 
with the Board of Directors on their 
funding request.” She concluded, “Today’s 
ceremony celebrates the hard work and 
efforts of so many and I congratulate 
everyone who helped make today’s event 
a success!”

Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum 
chairman Robert Oliver gave a brief 
history of the organization, the architect 
responsible for the building’s design, 
and future plans for the Museum. He 
remarked that Cuero community leaders 
established the Knights of Pythias, Jewel 
Lodge chapter some 120 years ago and 
that the permanent meeting hall was 
built 15 years later. “The project’s success 
is attributable to contributions from 
individuals, families, private foundations, 
non-profit organizations, and local, state, 
and federal agencies. This museum will 
attract visitors to our community in 
search for information regarding the great 
cattle drive era when Texas ranchers and 

Texas cowboys moved cattle to northern 
markets.”

“Some of the cattle driven to those 
northern destinations from DeWitt and 
other South Texas counties were culled 
and re-gathered into new herds and 
driven to points further north and west 
becoming the building stock for cattle 
ranches emerging in the great American 
West. By interpreting this story, we 
acknowledge that Cuero and all of South 

Central Texas had a direct and major 
impact on nation-building in the final 
decades of the 19th century.” 

Congressman Ruben Hinojosa, in a 
letter addressed to the directors wrote, 
“The diligent efforts of the CTHM board 
of directors has been instrumental in 
developing public/private partnerships 
that have promoted preservation efforts, 
advanced economic development and 
provided additional community pride 
and service to the citizenry of Cuero. 
I listened to the leaders express their 

vision and exhibit their entrepreneurial 
spirit with tenacity and dedication for 
a sustainable plan.” He added, “the 
Museum has garnered the support of 
a very prestigious list of organizations 
which include the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, Texas Historical 
Foundation, Save America’s Treasures, the 
Texas Preservation Trust Fund and Cuero 
Economic Development Corporation. In 
addition, the White House designation 
as a Preserve America Community 
proved pivotal in placing Cuero and 
this project on a national platform for 
recognition.” Oliver’s address also noted, 
“When complete, this wonderful example 
of Romanesque Revival architecture 
will play an important role in Cuero’s 
economic future. The ground floor of 
the historic building will accommodate 
the new museum, while the second floor 
will be rehabilitated to accommodate 
a multitude of community activities, 
including lectures, receptions, summer 
children’s camps, traveling exhibits, 
small conferences, and other cultural, 
recreational and educational purposes.”

“The Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum will 
honor, preserve and interpret the lives of 
individuals who lived and toiled in this 
area in the late 1800s. He concluded, “The 
board of directors of the organization join 
me in welcoming you to this great event 
and celebration of achievement. Together 
with your unyielding support, Texas’ rich 
ranching legacy and the pioneer spirit 
which created it will be preserved for 
future generations. It is a spirit that has 
created Texas’ unique and admirable 
history and one that deserves to be 
remembered, honored and emulated.” O

Ground Breaking, continued from cover…



Taste
Tra i L

of the

AprIl 19 2008

Perfect weather, 

great turnout, 

what a shindig! 

Big thanks to the 

many volunteers 

who donated their 

time, talent and 

piggybanks to 

make Taste of the 

Trail IV our biggest 

fundraiser so far! Joe Adams, Auctioneer, fires up the crowdJeff Steen, Robert Oliver, just sayin’ a few words…

Nagel Ranch Chuck Wagon

David Burrow and Tod Sloane
Mr and Mrs Jennings Steen

Peggy & Travis Basham, Mike Hinkle Buddy Blackwell, Joe Adams

Bettye & Paddy Burwell



Diana Burrow

 Laurie Ann Krueger, Holly Hickey, and  

Lindy Gohmert

Partygoers enjoying great food and 

fine company

Linda Stiles, Errol John Dietze, Don Stiles
Reif & Anne Hedgecoxe

CTHM Board  
of DIrectors

Officers                                       
Robert Oliver, Chair

Tom Batts, Chair Elect
Kay Walker, Vice Chair

Bill Blackwell, Treasurer
Sue Sulsar, Secretary

Board Members    
Linda Anzaldua

Chester “Buddy” Barnes
Paddy Burwell

Kathy Crim
Errol John Dietze

Walter Fisher
Candy Glidden
Lindy Gohmert

Gerard Gonzales
John Hildebrand

Sara Meyer
Margaret Thomas

Advisory Board:
Diana Burrow

Doris Freer
Patsy Goebel

Gay Ratliff
W. C. “Bucky” Sager

Jeff Steen
Mario Vazquez

Director Emeritus:  
Anne Friar Thomas

Administrative Assistant:   
Dianna Batemann

Certified Public Accountant:   
Ilene Gohmert

Legal Counsel: 
James Crain, III

The CTHM Board offers special 
thanks to Pat Elder, Tempi McLeod, 
Diana Burrow and Helen Walker, 
whose dedication, hard work, and 
faith in the Museum project have 
been instrumental in our success.

Welcome new directors Buddy 
Barnes, Tom Batts, Paddy Burwell, 
Kathy Crim, and Walter Fisher to 

the museum board. Their skills and 
talents are valuable additions to  

the museum effort.

r

Nagel Ranch Chuck Wagon Camp

Shirley Dietze  
and Kathy Celauro


