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a treasure of cuero history returns home
 A “window” into the fellowship of the Knights of Pythias 

Sometimes, when the wind is blowing in the right 
direction and the timing is right, events that you 
only dreamed would happen have a way of sneaking 

back into reality.

Such is the story of the return of a stained-glass window 
that was dedicated on the upper floor of the Chisholm 
Trail Heritage Museum (CTHM) building in 1908.  
Built in 1903, the now historic Knights of Pythias Hall 
was constructed by a group of Cuero businessmen 
who pooled their financial resources for the purpose 
of meeting regularly to promote a moral uplifting and 
betterment of society.  Some 100-plus members would 

meet regularly in a large ceremonial meeting space, 

known today as the Wofford Room, named for Cuero 

merchant and rancher, John T. Wofford.

In 1908, one of the chapter’s members, Judge Charles 

Sumners, died and at that time a stained-glass window 

was placed in his memory in one of the window 

openings facing Esplanade Boulevard. Judge Rudolph 

Kleberg presided over the window presentation and 

gave an eloquent speech about Judge Sumners’ service 

to his community, claiming him as, “A Knight without 

fear and without reproach.”   

2016 Event Pictures

Knights of Pythias Hall, Cuero, Texas c. 1903. In 1908, a stained-glass window in memory of Judge Sumners was placed third from left on the front of the building’s second story. 



Unfortunately, after decades of dwindling membership of 
the Cuero chapter, the organization ceased to meet and the 
building and many of  its original architectural features were 
sold in 1975. Organizational papers were destroyed; several 
pieces of furniture were sold to another Pythian Lodge in 
Temple, Texas; and the stained-glass window was sold locally 
to an antiques dealer and Cuero merchant.

When the CTHM board of directors began restoring the 
hall in 2004, several attempts were made to purchase the 
window, but the stained-glass window had found a place of 
honor with collectors Art and Sally Means. Two of Cuero’s 
most avid antique collectors, Mr. and Mrs. Means had built a 
special spot for the window in their living area. Over the past 
ten years, both Art and Sally passed away, leaving the window 
to their son and daughter-in-law, Cindy and Art Means, Jr.

Earlier this year, Cindy and Art, Jr. graciously agreed to sell 
the window to the Museum’s board of directors, so once 

again, the necessary funds were raised so that the window 
could be returned to its original location in the building’s 
second floor.   

Several other original features and artifacts have returned to 
the building, including ceiling light fixtures; a pot-belly wood 
stove; ballot boxes that were used for member selection; and 
furniture (chairs and ceremonial altar) that were purchased 
from the Temple Midlothian Lodge, # 50.  Fortunately, the 
majority of the building’s architectural detail on the second 
floor remained intact until the Chisholm Trail Heritage 
Museum purchased the building to create a Museum 
dedicated to our local Western heritage and multi-purpose 
community spaces located on the second floor.

Currently under restoration, the window will soon find its 
way back to the Knights of Pythias Hall, Jewel Lodge, # 103.  
The CTHM Board is deeply grateful to the Means family for 
making this iconic restoration possible. 

English-gErman school to BEcomE tExas history classroom

Top left: how the finished stained 
glass piece might look in place. 

Above, the restored window, with 
its richly illustrated allegorical 
representation of Damon and 
Pythias, an ancient Greek story of 
friendship.

Left: Leonard Newsom and 
Dewayne Smalley at work on the 
main panel’s window frame.

A separate panel commemorates 
Judge Charles Sumners.

Work has begun on the foundation for 
the structure and a perimeter fence 
constructed of metal and welded wire 
panels (which will support jasmine 
vines, adding visual appeal and privacy). 
Chip Dence of East End Builders of 
Victoria, Texas, is overseeing the layout, 
preparation and construction of both 
the foundation and the fences.  Fisher 
Heck Architects of San Antonio, highly 
regarded for preservation architecture, 
is directing the adaptive re-use of the 
historic structure. 

With all the street projects currently 
taking place in Cuero, West Courthouse 
Street was evidently due for a face-lift: 
the City of Cuero has provided an 
added bonus to the project by funding 
parking right in front of the building.  
The City approached Chisholm Trail 
Heritage Museum Chairman, Robert 
Oliver, and a plan was agreed upon 
for diagonal parking spaces to be 
incorporated into the City’s scope of 
work, thus saving the Museum money.

The simple wood frame schoolhouse was 
established by some of the early leaders 
of Cuero who understood the vital 
importance of a quality education and 
to accommodate the influx of German 
immigrants to the area.  Eventually 
converted to a residence in 1911, it 
served as a family home for many years.  
In 1965, the structure received an Official 
Texas Historical Medallion and was 
recorded as a Texas Historic Landmark.  
After the building sat abandoned and 
in disrepair for many years, several 

members of the Board for the Chisholm 
Trail Heritage Museum came to its 
rescue, and the historic English-German 
School was given an opportunity for yet 
another purpose.  A planning grant in the 
amount of $4,800 was obtained from the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
and, together with dollar-for-dollar 
matching funds, was used to create an 
Historic Structures Report in 2014.  The 
intent of the Report was to document 
the structure’s history and existing 
condition, as well as provide goals for 
the use or re-use of the structure and has 
become the road map which will guide the 
renovation process.  The rehabilitation 
of the English-German School will 
maintain the core building form while 
reconstructing missing elements – front 
porch, back porch, side addition – 
allowing the structure to accommodate 
its new use as a multipurpose building 
for CTHM.  

A Hands-On Texas History Classroom
Several functions to be incorporated into 

Texas Historic Landmark | circa 1880

As the seasons change and cooler weather is approaching, exciting changes are also approaching at the 
English-German School site adjacent to the Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum. Finally situated in its 

permanent location at the corner of West Courthouse and Terrell Street, the English-German School, circa 
1880, is entering its earliest phase of the renovation process. Reported by Diana Thibodeaux



A History Spotlight
How did The Old Chisholm Trail get its name?

T
he best accepted origin story of the Old Chisholm Trail begins 
during the American Civil War (1861 – 1865), well before the 
celebrated cattle drives for which it is known today. With the 

outbreak of war, Union forces beat a retreat to Kansas, out of Texas 
and hostile Indian Territory. The path they took would become known 
as the Chisholm Trail after one of their guides, Jesse Chisholm. 

Chisholm, of Scottish and Cherokee descent, was well known in Indian territory 
as a trader, interpreter, guide, and businessman. During the War, he traveled 
extensively up from Indian Territory on the Canadian River to Kansas transporting 
various supplies. After his death on March 4, 1868, the trail he used would become 
part of the trail that transported over 1 million cattle in a 10-year period, known 
today as the Chisholm Trail. 

A good friend of Texan and Indian Territory native Americans, Jesse Chisholm 
traveled their trails extensively to trade with them. He spoke several native American 
languages and was valued as an interpreter at treaty negotiations. He visited Bird’s 
Fort, Comanche Peak, the council grounds near Waco, San Antonio, and other 

places of importance to Texas 
Indians. It is interesting, and 
seems appropriate, that history 
remember this path that later 
became so vitally important as 
the Chisholm Trail.

After the Civil War, most Texans 
were left with very little real 
wealth. One of the few things in 
abundance was the thousands 
of cattle that grazed throughout 
the Lone Star State. One of the 
few men who recognized an 
opportunity to harness this 
wealth was Joseph McCoy, an 
Illinois businessman. After 
traveling to Abilene, Kansas in 
mid-1867, he soon arranged 
eager buyers for the cattle herds 
that would quickly dot the Texas 
landscape in a mass movement 
of animals the world had ever 
seen. Beginning in 1867 and 
lasting for the next 17 years 
cattle moved up the Chisholm 
Trail; an economic driver that 
not only lifted Texas and the 
West from the desolation of the 
Civil War, but transformed the 
city of Fort Worth into a major 
trade hub. n

Happy 150th Birthday to the Chisholm Trail! 

THC Website and Mobile App to Explore the Chisholm Trail
The Texas Historical Commission (THC) has 
exciting plans to celebrate this landmark 
anniversary of the Chisholm Trail. Together 
with the many grass roots community organi-
zations throughout Texas, they  have a many 
events and efforts in the works, such as the 
development of a mobile app tour launching 
early 2017. When travelers use the new app, 

they will be able to learn, do, and experience more at museums and 
historic sites related to the trail. Check out the whole Chisholm 
Trail celebration program at chisholmtrail150.org

THC’s forthcoming mobile app will demonstrate the impact of the 
historic trail through video, audio, and historic images, while sharing 
stories about driving cattle and the unique characters who were involved. 
App users will find over 65 stops at sites that are part of the cattle trail 
heritage. Significant historic topics, conveyed in three-minute videos – 
Spurs, Storms, and Stampedes: Life on the Trail, Dollars & Scents: The Beef 
Economy, Horseback to Hollywood: The Trail in Popular Culture and Here’s the 
Beef: The Trail’s Culinary Legacy.   

There will also be an online printable guide to complement the app, an 
update to the 2002 print guide that CTHM Chair Robert Oliver was 
instrumental in developing.

Two groups hard at work include the Texas Lakes Trail Region and the 
Tarrant County Historical Commission, partnering  to coordinate the 
efforts of their city, museum, and tourism representatives, while working 
with counterparts in Oklahoma and Kansas.   April 1, 2017, is the 
official kickoff of their 150th Anniversary celebration is April 1, 2017, 
so stay tuned for  events up and down the trail on that day.  For more 
information on the group’s initiatives for partners and the traveler, go to  
http://chisholmtrail150.org.

While you wait for the new mobile app tour, explore THC’s seven 
self-guided local history tours currently available:  WWII on the Texas 
Home Front; the La Salle Odyssey; Hispanic Texans: Journey from Empire to 
Democracy, and more!

All free and at Texas Time Travel Tours. View at http://texastimetravel.
toursphere.com or download the app to iOS or Android device at  
http://www.thc.texas.gov/explore-texas. n

Where is now that once familiar  
Chisholm Trail,

Winding northward sure and slow.
Gone forever  – destroyed by progress,

Gone to realms of long ago.
Never more will behold trail bosses,

With their brave and dauntless bands.
Guide the restless longhorns

Through the Texas border lands.
Yes, the cowboys trails are over
And the dim trail gone at last.

But his name will be transmitted
From the borders of the past.

– H.H. Halsell, 1939

Historical Markers
for the Old Chisholm Trail  

near Cuero, Texas

Old Chisholm Trail  
Centennial Monument 

Marker 3806
DeWitt County Courthouse lawn, 

downtown Cuero

Marker dedicated to brave men who 
blazed the cattle trails in “the greatest 
movement of animals in history under 

the control and direction of men on  
the Old Chisholm Trail.”

Old Chisholm Trail
Marker 3705

From Cuero, Texas US 183 /77A to 
junction of US 183N/77A NE 

In 1866, 1800 Longhorns used this 
“feeder” of the Chisholm Trail in first 

drive from the area.

Old Smiley Lake and Townsite
Marker 3812

4/10 mile south of intersection of 
US 87 and FM 108, Smiley, Texas

With its natural lake, this site  
watered herds on the way to Chisholm 

Trail, 20 miles north. This town was 
moved to its present location when the 

railroad came to the area in 1906.

Route of Old Chisholm Trail
Marker 837

Junction east of Kerr Creek, 
 Gonzales, Texas 

This “feeder” of the Chisholm Trail  
was used through 1896, providing 

economic growth after the  
Civil War.

English-German School, continued...

the restored space are a sound-proof 
room to record oral histories, ADA 
compliant rest rooms, a kitchen, and flex 
spaces that can be used for educational 
programs, meetings or rental space.  The 
renovation of this 130-year-old school, 
with its expanded educational use, will 
teach local and area youth the values 
associated with historic preservation.  
Plans are being discussed to partner with 
local and areal school districts to develop 
classroom enrichment activities, 
especially at the junior high level where 
Texas History is taught.  Raised vegetable 
beds at the rear of the school will 
become a hands-on experience for many 
children who otherwise might not fully 
understand how vegetables and fruits 
are grown, harvested, and preserved.  
The proposed kitchen will then be 
used to teach preserving and canning 
techniques as the older citizens in the 
community can pass along important 
traditions to the younger generation.  
A 19th century wagon and carriage, 
gifted to the Museum, will be housed 
in an out-building on the property and 
will enhance the visitor’s overall pioneer 
experience.  

Strong Start on Fundraising
As in any historic preservation project, 
funding is always an issue.  The projected 
cost of the renovation is estimated at 
$400,000.  With the help of several 
contributions by generous individual 
donors as well as the receipt of several 
grants, the project has received 
approximately $100,000 thus far. The 
Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum would 
like to extend a sincere “thank-you” to the 
Cuero Development Corporation, 
Conoco-Phillips, GVEC Power-up 
Grant, and the Texas Historical 
Foundation for their contributions in 
the form of grant money.  The support 
from these community-minded 
organizations and individuals will enable 
the English-German School to become a 
significant example of an adaptive re-use 
of a historically significant structure, as 
it is returned to its original purpose as a 
place for learning and creating stronger 
ties to local community, heritage, and 
history. 

Memories of Old Time Cowboys  
and the Chisholm Trail

Day Tripping through Local Texas History

Safe to say, you can explore Texas history in a lot more comfort than it was made in –  
no bumpy buckboards or hot dusty trail rides!  Take a detour on your next Sunday drive to hunt up  

a nearby historical marker, or check out the full calendar of heritage tourism events at the  
Texas Historical Commission’s excellent website, Texas Time Travel.  

Here are two resources related to CTHM: 



 

Cowboy Camp is an educational outreach 
program initiated in 2011 by board member 
and former schoolteacher Candy Glidden. 
Candy, her family, and a host of dedicated 
volunteers put on a dynamic five-day camp 
funded by educational grants and community 
partnerships – made possible at no cost 
to students. Curriculum features age-
appropriate demonstrations and activities 
designed to immerse students in the customs 
and traditions of the 19th-century, post-Civil 
War and cattle-drive era through observation, 
discussion and participation.

2016

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

Guest of Honor 
Former Texas Governor Mark White
Co-Chairs: Lindy & Ricky Gohmert, 

 Gina & Paul Holcomb, Jr. 

Viva El Vaquero
April 9, 2016

CTHM



Salute to Oldest Family-Owned Texas Brewery
One of our first and most loyal sponsors, Spoetzl Brewery, is just 
up the road in neighborly Shiner, Texas.
You don’t have to be from around here to enjoy a cold Shiner on a hot Texas day. Since 
1909, the website brags, “every drop of Shiner Beer has been brewed at the Spoetzl 
Brewery” in the town that bears its name.  Now boasting just over 2,000 residents, 
Shiner welcomes thousands of visitors every year to tour its famous production facili-
ties. The brewery sends more than 8 million cases of delicious Shiner Beer to states 
across the country.  Community events and support are in abundance through its 
Shiner Beer Runs, Shiner Sessions, and “Toast Our Troops” fundraiser. Generosity is 
at the heart of the man who launched Spoetzl Brewery, Carlos Alvarez, and his team.  
Founding CTHM board member Sue Sulsar shared that the Museum has fortunately 
been one of the brewery’s long-time beneficiaries. 

“We had formed a board of directors, established our articles of incorporation and 
bylaws in 2000, and in 2002 decided to have our first fundraiser with a “cowboy 
cookout” theme, reminiscent of the original trail riders – our first Taste of the Trail,” 
she recalled. “I was on the Spirits Committee, which was alcohol, of course. I had 
enjoyed Shiner Beer since I first started drinking beer, and drove to the brewery to 
meet with John Hybner, who has since retired.  John and his team did not hesitate and 
donated three kegs – that’s 150 gallons of beer!”

Sue fondly noted that the Spoetzl Brewery has consistently supported the CTHM 
in so many ways. “They not only donate the beer, but purchase sponsor tables and 
underwrite the tents for our “Saloon” or “Cantina” at our bi-annual fundraiser, 
and donate silent auction items, such as 
baskets and their neon signs. They even 
created a ring-toss game at their booth in 
the saloon.  If it lands on the bottle neck, 
you win a 12-pack!”

Brewmaster Jimmy Mauric, Hospitality 
& Public Relations Manager Annie Raabe, 
and Controller Tess Liberto are regular faces at the Museum events. A passion for 
South Texas history and the historical aspects of the Museum are at the heart of 
Spoetzl Brewery’s long commitment.

“The history of our area is very important to Mr. Alvarez and to our company. To 
partner with the Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum just made good sense,” said Tess.  
“I took my mom to the first fundraiser and I am really glad I did. My mother was thrilled 
and I was incredibly impressed.”  Sue noted, “Spoetzl Brewery is very supportive of 
small communities and we are extremely grateful.” n

Special Donor Recognition

HORSEMEN OF THE AMERICAS, 
TINKER COLLECTION

Frank Klein 
in Honor and Loving Memory of 

Lucille Gaebler Klein & George F. Klein and 
Anita Kunde Gaebler & Robert Gaebler

THE COWBOY LEGACY
In Memory of 

Lias F. Steen and Jennings Dincans 
from the Steen Family

Friar Thomas Community Center
 CATERING KITCHEN

In Loving Memory of Jane Mueller 
by Husband Harvey Mueller

GALLERY HALLWAY
Jack Traylor and 

 Susan Hamilton Wallis  
Gallery

PLATINUM | $250,000 and up

GeoSouthern Energy -  
George Bishop, Meg Molleston

Frank Klein Family
Robert Oliver

Bill and Katherine Reilly
Anne Friar Thomas  

and Margaret Anne Thomas 

GOLD | $100,000 – $249,999
Bill and Nancy Blackwell
David and Diana Burrow

Family of Patricia Blackwell Hedgcoxe
Steen Family in Memory of  

Lias F. Steen & Jennings Dincans
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Susan Wallis and Family

 SILVER | $50,000 - $99,999
Cuero Industrial Foundation

Jean B. Duderstadt
Sid Duderstadt

Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority
H-E-B Corporation

Scott Noble
Ed Rachal Foundation

The 2011-2016 Capital Campaign Pioneer Circle
Thanks to donors like you,  

the CTHM has earned several 
distinguished awards for 

excellence:

2016 Built Environment Award 
San Antonio Conservation Society

2015 Historic  
Rehabilitation Award 

 Preservation Texas

2014 John L. Nau, III  
Award of Excellence in Museums

Texas Historical Commission

2014 President’s Award  
Texas Association of Museums

2013 Best Renovation  
and Rehabilitation

Texas Downtown Association

2013 People’s Choice Award –  
Best Renovation

 Texas Downtown AssociationOur permanent exhibit, Ranching Heritage of the Guadalupe Valley  
was made possible by the generous financial support of the individuals, families, ranches, 

and business leaders in the 2011-2016 Capital Campaign Pioneer Circle.  

BRONZE | $25,000 – $49,999
Brown Foundation

Cuero Development Corporation
Howard Mays and Mona Parikh –  
Jones, Mays, Ramsey and Parikh

Patricia Muir

COPPER | $2,500 – $24,999
Anonymous

Paddy and Bettye Burwell
Conoco-Phillips

Dickson-Allen Foundation
Donald and Betty Jo Elder

Hershel and Trudy Ferguson
Guadalupe Valley  

Electric Cooperative
John Hildebrand

Melvin and Janey Lack
Walter and Joan McClanahan

Patricia Miller
Harvey Mueller  

in Memory of Jane Mueller
Gay and Gale Oliver, III and Family

Powell Foundation
Eddie and Donna Roeder

Richard “Jack” Roeder
Vivian L. Smith Foundation, Houston

David and Mary Sue Sparks

Sue Sulsar

Union Pacific Railroad

Mario Vazquez

Kay Walker

NICKEL | $1 – $2,499
Charles E. Cole, III

Kathy Crim

DeWitt Medical Foundation

Errol John Dietze

Gerard Gonzales

Beverly Hadley

Albert and Ethel Herzstein 
Foundation

Dr. Michael Hummel

Henry and Kathy Luddeke

Judy McAda

Tempi McLeod

Paul Montalvo

Sarijane Stanton and  
William Pinckard

Statoil

Mattye Stiles

Matt and Amy Thigpen

“Spoetzl Brewery is 
very supportive of small 
communities and we are 
extremely grateful.” 

Interested in joining the  
Pioneer Circle?

Consider a year-end gift. 
Tax deductible ontributions to this 

historic capital campaign may still be 
made up to December 31, 2016. 

Please contact any Board member,  
or call the Museum at 

(361) 277-2866



2016 CTHM Membership 
As of March 2016

SCOUT | $1000
Franke & Bill Albrecht 

Linda & Lawrence Anzaldua
Ted & Frances Aven 

Busy Bee Ranch
Bill & Nancy Blackwell

Dr. & Mrs. W. Grant Braly
Jeff & DeniseMcMahan 

McMahan Welding Services, Ltd.
William T. Oliver

Alex & Nance Oliver
Mary Jane & Jack Roeder

Deborah Wallis
Susan Wallis

Sheryl & Ted Winslow 

POINT MAN | $500
Thomas Barre

Travis & Peggy Basham 
The Basham Ranch 

Paddy & Bettye Burwell
Molly & Andy Carter 

Bill & Janet Fly
Beverly & Jimmy Kuecker
Diamond K Service, Inc.

Howard McElroy
Sandra Hahn & Avijit Ghosh

Jim & Mary Natho
Bryan & Robin Hahn Nethery

Robert L. Oliver
Dr. Raymond R. Reese, M.D., P.A.

Judie & Jay Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald B. Walker

Mildred & StaytonWeldon

SWING RIDER | $250
Curtis & Betty Afflerbach

Joyce Albrecht
Jean Barth Albright

David G. & Wilma M. Baker
Debra & David Baros

Avis Ann & Lovel Blain III
Charla Borchers-Leon

Mr. & Mrs. O.R. Borchers
Kim Burrell

Cathy & Paul Celauro
Errol John & Shirley Dietze  

Gary Dunham & Sharon Steen
Donald & Betty Jo Elder 

Karyn & Patrick Elder
Mary Beth & WilliamFinney

Walter & Judy Fisher
Penni & Dr. Leonard Gietz 

Bobby & Patsy Goebel
Ilene B. Gohmert, CPA

Lindy & Ricky Gohmert 
John Griffin, Jr.

Paul & Dorothy Guthrie 
Triple O Ranch

H. Reiffert Hedgcoxe & Family
Carol & John Hildebrand

Mary Alice Holcomb &  
Rob Dechert

Roseann Jacob
Kriki & David Jesulaitis
Randy & Sylvia Jochim

Lane & Phyllis Keller
Sue & Ray Kelley

Burns Ranch
Melvin & Janey Lack
Polly & Kirk Laging

Daryl & Diane Lassig 
Kelly & Lynne Lassig

Robert & Sandy Lassmann
Randy & Debbie Liesman
David & Letty Lew Lloyd
Paola & David Lloyd, Jr. 
James & Shannon Mann

Judy McAda
Kathy & Milt Mcleod, Jr.
Alton & Sara Post Meyer

Patricia & Judd Miller, Jr.
Maxine & Bill Montgomery

Dr. Rosemary Morrow
Morgan Dunn O’Connor

Kenneth & Elizabeth Odom
Gale Oliver, III and Gay C. Oliver

Dr. R. Michael Patton
Dan & Harriet Peavy

Tim Pennell
David Person

Suzie & Nathan Post
Mrs. T. C. Simon

Bucky & Dee Sager
Marvin & Norrean Sager
Ann Rice & ‘Bubba’ Steen

Gary Dunnam & Sharon Steen
Clint & Sue Stiles

Dr. & Mrs. John Swannack
Robert & Ann Watson
Sandra & Dan White
Farley & Missy Whitt

Sondra & Barry Wineinger

DRAG RIDER | $100
Ward & Carol Belanger

Margaret Bluntzer
Robert & Elizabeth Boenig

Bill Braden
Jay & Cheryl Bramlette

Ginger Broughton
Rich & Chris Carbonara

Will & Chandra Carbonara
Barbara & Michael Cavanaugh

John & Judy Clegg
Vicki Jo & Raleigh Coppedge

D’Ette & Kyle Cowan 
Cliff Davis and Family
Emily & John Davis 
Davis Entities, LLC

Guy L. Dolan & Carl VanDolzer
Stephanie & Jeffery Dickens  

and Family
Marilynn Dietze

Dr. Dan & Bli Dugi 
Whistler Ridge, PA
East End Builders 

Chip & Mary Jane Dence and  
John B. Hamilton

Courtney & Evan Epstein  
and Family

Clete & Kathleen Ernster
Lewis Fisher

Frank & Margo Flack
Tyrrell Flawn & John Howe

Daryl & Lisa Fowler
John & Monica Fuqua
Candy & Dan Glidden

Gerard & Debra Ann Gonzales 
Standard Printing Co.

Katherine Avery Guillot

Mary Ellen Hamilton

Linda Henderson &  
Bob Garrett

Dot & Jerry Hoffman and  
Carol & Robert Beer – A Taste Above 

Vic & Velma Hoffman

Rhonda & Jeff Hudson

Cora Jo & Michael Hummel

Allan & Neva Irwin

David & Cindy James

Alvin & JoAnn Jendrzey

Marjorie & Eugene Kacir, Jr.

Jimmy & Pat Koranek

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald S. Ledbetter

Mr. & Mrs. Willliam Gentry Lee

Bill & Paula Leske

Jay & Diane Lewallen

Pam & Ramsey Longbotham

Kathleen & Henry Luddeke III

Jim McBee

Jenny McChesney

Mary Peyton McCurdy and 
Matthew Pierce McCurdy

Fain & Janie McDougal

Tempi McLeod

William D. McPherson

Mr. & Mrs. Denis Mueller 

Dale & Becky Murray

Sherri Jill Potyka

Senior Elizabeth Riebshlaeger

Obert A. Sagebiel

Arlyn & Carol Seiler

Tom T. Shelton

Michael & Cindy Sheppard

Sandra & Ted Simon, Jr. 

Harris Stafford III

Darryl & Nancy Stefka 

Sue Sulsar

James Teleco

Milton Weikel

Melissa & Farley Whitt 

Ashley & Matt Winton  
and Family

John & Marianne Wofford

WRANGLER | $50 
Pat Hickory Barlow

Joann Cornelius
Sandra K. English

Bonnie Chisholm Helten
Dee Henneke

James R. Herbst I
Diane H. Lacoponelli

Lyn Janssen
Patrick J. Kennedy

Mattye Stiles
Janie R. Veth

F. W. “Smokey” Wilson

HONORARY GIFTS
Bill & Nancy Blackwell  

Stephanie Dickens 

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Betty Cantley 

The Steen family
Ruth Jerauld ‘Jerry’ Hill Goodpasture  

Frank Goodpasture III
Bobby Guenther  

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blackwell
Verna Lee Gohmert
Dee & Bucky Sager 

The Steen family
Brad Haun 

The Steen family
Sanford John Hildebrand 

Paulette & Jerry Janak
Carey Jane James 

Carrie Noel 
Patricia Tognietti

Edna LaNora Evans LaFour 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blackwell

Kerry McCann 
The Chisholm Trail  
Heritage Museum

Bobby Jeff McMahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blackwell 

The Steen family
Elda ‘Janie’ Rangnow 

William B. James
Bob Wagner 

Dee & Bucky Sager 
The Steen family

Lewis Warren Sulsar 
Sue Sulsar

Verlin Joseph Trautwein 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blackwell

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Linda Anzaldua
Tommy Barre

Bill Blackwell, Treasurer
Ginger Broughton

Paddy Burwell
Charles E. Cole, III

Kathy K. Frels
Candy Glidden
Lindy Gohmert

Gerard Gonzales
Gina Holcomb
Jeff Hudson

Tempi McLeod
Patricia Strobel Miller, Vice Chair

Robert Oliver, Chair
Sue Sulsar, Secretary

Margaret A. “Missi” Thomas
Sheryl W. Winslow

ADVISORY BOARD
Diana Burrow
Patsy Goebel

John Hildebrand
Gay Ratliff

W. C. “Bucky” Sager
Jeff Steen

Mario Vazquez
CPA

Ilene B. Gohmert, CPA

LEGAL COUNSEL
James Crain, III

CTHM ENDOWMENT FUND
 Jeff Steen, Chairman

David Burrow,  
Secretary/Treasurer

Nathan Post
Bill Blackwell, Ex-Officio

The Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum 
mourns the passing in November 2015 of 
one of our founding members, Carey Jane 

(née Turner) James. Mrs. James’ forebears 
settled in Texas before 1820, when it was 

still part of Mexico. She was descended from 
men who fought for Texas independence, 
and her great-grandmother survived the 

infamous “Runaway Scrape,” after the fall 
of the Alamo. Her grandfather made seven 

cattle drives up the Chisholm Trail.  
Mrs. James personally made possible the 
loan of the mid-1880s Crockett Cardwell 

store ledger now on display in the Museum, a 
meticulous mercantile record linking DeWitt 
County to the southernmost tributary routes 

of the Chisholm Trail cattle drives. We are 
honored by her generosity.

Thank you first time joiners and members renewing your membership to the CTHM.  
Your support and friendship are very important to us. Please note your annual membership will begin on the date of 

payment and go to that date in the following year. Our records will reflect that information.



ChisholmTrailmuseum.org
Box 866

Cuero, Texas 77954-0866 

Visit the Museum Gift Shop for handsome 
Western-style home accents, Texas gifts, 
and adorable souvenirs for kids!

Stop in and browse any time during 
Museum hours, with no admission fee.

Gift Shop (361) 277-2866

The Board of Directors is deeply grateful for our Members’  
steadfast support, and the holiday Season is a perfect time of year 

 to express our thanks. The Museum, Community Center, Gift Shop and 
Proctor Green home will be will be open to Museum members for an 
Open House|Thursday November 17, 2016 |5:00pm – 7:00pm. 

Members will receive an invitation. 

museum and gifT shop hours
Open Tuesday – Saturday,  

10:00am – 4:30pm
Closed Sunday, Monday  

and major holidays.
Outdoor space for picnics is available 

in George Bishop Park, directly  
behind the Museum.

361-277-2866
ChisholmTrailmuseum.org

admission
Adults: $8.00
Children (5 to 7):  $4.00
Children under 5:  Free
Active Duty Military:  Free
Seniors (65 and over):  $6.00
Current Members:  Free

CTHM  
GifT SHop

Holiday EvEnt
Festive Shopping Days, Nov 17–19 

Join us for refreshments, and an 
extra 5% holiday savings for 

Museum members!

our mission

The Chisholm Trail heriTage 
museum’s mission is To preserve 

The ranChing and WesTern CulTure 
of souTh CenTral Texas Through 

inTerpreTive exhibiTs, researCh, and 
eduCaTional programs.

The Museum is a 501(c)(3) organization.


